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This is a short review of the requirements on the external practical course for the master 
programme Statistics & Data Science at the Statistics Faculty (information for the institutions). 
 

Objective of 
the course 
 

Learning by doing and 
collection of practical 
experiences 
 
-  getting to know a field of 
   the profession of a 
   statistician as well as 
   some typical working 
   situations in practice 
-  dealing with a statistical 
   project, analysis of (raw) 
   data 
-  getting to know statistical 
   consulting 
 

Students in the master programme have a choice 
between a course "Fallstudien II" (case studies 2) taught 
at the Statistics Faculty and an external practical course 
(internship). 
 
The external course should take place at an institute 
practicing statistics and should provide an insight into 
the practical work of a statistician. During the 
internship, students shall apply their methodological 
skills to practical problems. 
 
-  The students should get to know typical activities in 
   statistics and participate in them. 
-  Each student should be charged with her/his own 
   small project. 
-  In particular, the students should get some 
   experience in statistical consulting. 

 
Time 
needed 
 

6 to 8 weeks (if full-time) 
alternatively 30 to 40 days 
distributed over one semester 
(about 15 weeks) 

 

The students should spend about half of this time with 
their special projects, during the rest of their time they 
shall collaborate with experienced staff, participate in 
statistical consulting and/or fulfil small other tasks. 

 
Supervisor internal and external 

supervision 
 

There must be a supervisor from within the institution 
where the practical course is done (each student must 
have a well-defined contact person, etc.) as well as a 
supervisor from the Statistics Faculty (contact a 
professor before the practical course starts). 

 
Report report written by the student Students have to write a report (of about 30 to 50 

pages) on the work during the practical course. This 
has to report the main aspects of the activities, as well 
as the project that the student was dealing with 
(presentation of the problem that was to be solved, 
description of the data, methods used, etc.). This 
report is presented to the supervisor at the institution 
as well as the supervisor from the Statistics Faculty. 
 
The institution should shortly comment this report. 
 
After receiving the report, the supervisor from the 
Statistics Faculty decides whether the student has 
acquired the credit points for the course and marks the 
report. 

 
Certificate certificate of participation 

given to the student by the 
institution 
 

We ask the institutions to give a certificate of 
participation to the student. This should provide an 
account of the work done by the student. This 
certificate might become useful when 
applying for a job, to demonstrate the practical 
experience . 

 


